(&)

Chinese phrasebook for travellers

Phrases for taxis, restaurants, the metro, shops, hotels and
emergencies, in characters and pinyin.

Point at a phrase and show it, or read the pinyin aloud. Most people you meet will
read the characters faster than they will understand your pronunciation.

The Latin line is pinyin: it shows how to say the phrase. If you are not understood,

show the characters.

...... is a place for a name: say it or point to it on the map.
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I8 Basic phrases

Greetings, thanks and the phrases that save a conversation when you don't
understand each other.

Hello PRG

ni hao
Hello (polite) u’_’Rﬁ%
nin hao
Thank you Iﬁﬂl 151
xiexie
You're welcome Z:g/_:f‘
bu keqi
Sorry Xﬂl‘q’:@
duibuqi
Excuse me Tﬁ%n_nll_‘\
bu haoyisi
Goodbye ﬁlj'h
zaijian
Yes, right H
dui
No, that’s not it Z:zEé

b1 shi



No, thank you

I don’'t speak Chinese

Do you speak English?

| don’t understand

Please say it again

Please write it down

Please speak into my phone

Just a moment

How much?

THT, B

bua yong le, xiéxie

BAZBAHL

wo ba hui shuoé Zhongwén

IR VLI TEIS?

ni hui shuo Yingyu ma?

P A

wo ting bu dong

TH

ging zai shuo yi bian

HE PR

ging xié xialai

X LB

ging duizhe shouji shuo

H—F

déng yixia

21

duoshao gian?



Good to know

o VRUF nihio is the everyday hello. With older people, officials and hotel
staff, #&4f nin hio is more polite.

o i xiexie goes a long way: people appreciate the effort even if the rest
of the conversation happens through a translator.

« If someone answers you in fast Chinese, ‘&5 Rk qing xié xialai”
(please write it down) or “Ig X & FHL qing duizhe shéuji shud” (please
speak into my phone) moves the conversation to a translator app.

e Numbers are often shown with one hand: six is the thumb and little
finger, seven is the fingertips pinched together, eight is the thumb and
index finger, nine is a hooked index finger, ten is crossed index fingers or
afist.



@ Directions

How to ask the way, understand the answer and read the signs you will see
everywhere.

Where is the toilet? ‘25'633 I‘E‘I‘H';EHJJB%?

xishoujian zai nali?

Where is the metro station? ﬂﬂ%ﬁgjﬁﬁﬂﬂlﬁﬁ?

ditiézhan zai nali?

How do | get here? fﬁ%fg/é\ %?

qu zheli z€énme zou?

Is it far? g ?

yuan ma?

How long does it take on foot? fﬁ%%%ﬁ?

zoulu yao duojiu?
Can you show me on the map? ‘H‘Eﬁimlglk*géﬁﬁﬁﬂg?
néng zai ditt shang zhi géi wo kan ma?
Go straight on _‘EA:E

yizhi zou

Turn left L‘I_Ej%

wang zuo guai

Turn right F451

wang you guai



It’s right here

I'm lost

Is there a convenience store
nearby?

Where is the exit?

Sign: Entrance

Sign: Exit

Sign: Men

Sign: Women

SAAEIX

jiu zai zheli

TR 1

woO milu le

B3 (e A e 2
fujin you bianlidian ma?

tH EIAEMEEL?

chukou zai nali?

AH

rukou

I

chikou

%

nan

Z

%

ni



Good to know

e Have the address of your destination in Chinese characters: copy it from
the booking or ask the hotel. People can read it even when they don’t
know the English name.

e Pointing at a map works better than describing the place.
“BEfEHIE] EE4ATRFBIS? néngzai ditt shang zhi g&i wd kan ma?” asks
the person to show you on the map.

« Toilets are signed JEF[A] xishoujian or MIFT cesud; 53 nan is men and
4 niiis women. Carry tissues: many public toilets don’t have paper.

o Metro exits are numbered and lettered (A, B, C...). Check which exit is
closest to your destination before you leave the station.



Restaurants and food

From getting a table to paying the bill, with the phrases for spice, allergies and
diets.

A table for two KA
lidng wei
The menu, please i%%:?ﬁ%%

ging géi wo caidan

Do you have an English menu? B SR H?

you Yingwén caidan ma?

Do you have a menu with ﬁ% @ﬁﬂ@ﬁ%ﬂg?

pictures?

yoOu dai tapian de caidan ma?

What do you recommend? B AHEER?

you shénme tuijjian de?

I'd like this one &%’%i}‘(‘_/l\
wo yao zhege
Not spicy, please Z(%Iﬂ?
b yio 1
Mildly spicy ﬁ&ﬂ
wei la
No coriander, please B

bt yao xiangcai



I’'m vegetarian

| don’t eat pork

I’'m allergic to peanuts

A bottle of water, please

Do you have it cold?

Do you have a fork?

It’s delicious

The bill, please

Can | take it away?

E5ALE S

woO chisu

PANZIEA

wo bu chi zhiirou

PATEETT

wo dui huashéng guomin

THAT UK

ging géi wo yi ping shui

A UKIIIG?

you bing de ma?

A Xy 1?

you chazi ma?

R4z
hén haochi
S
maidan

A DT e ?

kéyi dabao ma?



Good to know

In many restaurants you order by scanning the QR code on the table
(#9h5 $5 % si0 mi didn can): the menu opens in Alipay or WeChat, with
photos, and you pay in the same place.

PR wei 1a “mildly spicy” in Sichuan or Hunan can still be very hot for a
visitor. If you don't eat spicy food, say AN E3f b yao la.

Water and tea are often served hot or warm. Ask

B UKIIIL? you bing de ma? if you want a cold drink.

Tipping is not expected in China. & ¥ maidan asks for the bill; in many
places you pay at the counter.

For a serious allergy, write it down in Chinese and show it each time you
order: “BONAEA IS B wo dui huashéng guomin” is a peanut allergy.



Taxi

Phrases for street taxis and ride-hailing cars: where to go, how much, where to
stop.

Please take me to this address i%%ﬁiﬁ/l\ﬂﬁiﬁ:
ging dai wo qu zhege dizhi

To the airport X037

qujichang

To the railway station Fk ZEuh

qu hudchézhan

To this hotel fﬁ%?@’?j

qu zhé jia jiudian

How long will it take? 55 2 KI5 Ja) ?

yao dud chang shijian?

How much is it to get there? ZIFRH 2/ Mk ?

dao nali duoshao qian?

Please use the meter i%*]‘%%
ging da biao

Please stop here X R
qing zai zheli tingché

Please drive slower BHHE—E

ging kai man yidian



Please wait for me ﬁﬁa%&_‘?

ging déng wo yixia

Please open the boot iFj *Tﬁ’é%%ﬁ

ging dakai houbeixiang

Can | pay by QR code? ﬁ‘l‘ u*aﬁg{ﬂ-%ﬁngt)

kéyi sao ma fukuan ma?

Areceipt, please i%é{-j\ﬁﬁ%
ging géi wo fapiao
I’m waiting for you at the ﬁﬁ—il‘] D%{h

entrance

wo zai ménkou déng ni

Good to know

e Show the address in Chinese characters: drivers rarely know English
names of streets and hotels. Ask your hotel for its card (44" mingpian)
with the address.

« Official taxis run on the meter (¥J3% da biso). If a driver offers a fixed price
at the airport or a station, go to the official taxi queue instead.

» Ride-hailing apps (DiDi, or the DiDi section inside Alipay) show the price
in advance, translate the chat with the driver and pay automatically.

¢ When aride-hailing driver calls, they are usually asking where you are.
“TBRAET 2R wo zai ménkdu déng ni” means “I'm waiting at the
entrance” it is easier to send your location in the chat.



Metro, trains and buses

Tickets, lines, changes and gates on the metro, high-speed trains and city

buses.

One ticketto......

Where is the ticket office?

Which line goes to .....7

Does thistraingoto....?

Does thisbusgoto....?

Where do | change?

What is the next stop?

Where do | get off for ......?

Where is the staffed gate?

B EAEAENR L ?

shoupiaochu zai nali?

S LB

qu...... zuo ji hao xian?

EC UL 7

zheé tang ché qu...... ma?

RER A 12

zheé lu gongjiaoché qu...... ma?

TEMEH #a5fe?

zai nali huanchéng?

Rl 2

xia yizhan shinali?

Koo AR REE?

qu...... zai na zhan xia che?

NIIETEAEMEH?

réngong tongdao zai nali?



Where is the ticket gate? Ko 22 I AE R ?

jianpiaokou zai nali?

This is my seat ﬁ%&ﬂ‘]@ﬁ_‘[‘

zhe shi wo de zuoweéi

Whenis the last train? ;KPE$)’L)‘J_?‘7

mobanché ji dian?

High-speed railway station %%j‘ﬂi

gaotiézhan

Good to know

e Metro signs and announcements in big cities are also in English. Station
names are written in pinyin too, so you can match them to your map.

¢ Inmany cities you can ride the metro by scanning a QR code in Alipay or
WeChat instead of buying tickets each time.

e For trains, your passport is your ticket. If the automatic gate doesn’t read
it, use the staffed gate (N il réngong tongdao). Arrive 30-40
minutes early: there is a security check at the entrance.

e Big cities have several railway stations, and high-speed trains
(/518K gaotié) often leave from a different one. Check the station name on
your ticket.



Shopping and paying

Prices, bargaining at markets and the question you will hear at every till: who
scans whom.

How much is this? X2/ 0ER?
zhege duoshao gian?
That’s too expensive j(—j‘,_\% T
taiguile
Can you make it cheaper? AEfHE — 5 g?
néng pianyi yidian ma?
I’'m just looking RHAREE

woO zhishi kankan

I'll take this FREIXA

woO mai zhége

Do you have a bigger one? B ARK—ERng?

you da yidian de ma?

Canltryit? Ej L)liiﬁiiﬁﬂ%?

kéyi shishi ma?

con oy by care Y DA 2

kéyi shua ka ma?

Can | pay with Alipay? ﬁ[uﬁﬁ EZH%IE&?

kéyi yong Zhifubdo ma?



Can | pay with WeChat Pay? Ej [;UEH ﬁ{%i{ﬂ‘ng')

kéyi yong Weéixin zhifu ma?

Can| pay in cash? a] DT ER 40 ?
kéyi fu xianjin ma?

Will you scan my code, or shall | PTRAFRIL 2 FRVR?

scan yours?

nisao wo haishi wo sao ni?

Abag, please i%éﬁ&*&%?

ging géi wo yi ge daizi

Is there a cash machine nearby? [ {545 BRI LIG?

fujin you qukuanji ma?

Good to know

¢ China pays with QR codes. Either the shop scans the code in your Alipay
or WeChat, or you scan theirs and type the amount.
“PRAFRIEZFAINVR? ni siio wo haishi wd sio ni?” asks which.

e Shops must accept cash, but small vendors may not have change. Carry
some small notes anyway.

e Bargaining is normal at markets and souvenir stalls, not in shops and
malls with price tags.

« Prices are in yuan: J yuan on tags, ¢ kuai in speech. ¥ shi kuai is 10
yuan.



‘i Hotel

Checking in and out, the Wi-Fi password, luggage and the things that break.

| have areservation ﬁﬁﬁj‘ﬂ*

wo you yuding

I'd like to check in REHAAE

w0 yao banli ruzhu
I'd like to check out FREE 5

wo yao tui fang
What time is check-out? fL)ﬁ;‘lE_E‘?

jldian tui fang?

What'’s the Wi-Fi password? WIFI%E—Z!IIEI%%//I\?

WiFi mima shi du6shao?

What time does breakfast start? Eff}iﬂﬁ?\ﬁﬁlﬁ?

zaofan ji dian kaishi?

Can | leave my luggage here? o] DL 2=0G?

kéyi jictn xingli ma?
The air conditioning doesn't work 22 IR T
kongtido huaile

There’s no hot water %8 Huk

méiyou re shul



My key card doesn’t work ))%:FFAZ:LH\E)EH T

fangka bu néng yong le

Please clean the room BHFIHE )]

qing dasio fangjian

One more towel, please HHEAR—5EM

ging zai géi wo yi tido méojin

Could you call me a taxi? ﬁgﬁ;ﬁm«l —‘mﬂfﬁﬂzﬁﬂ—%?

néng bang wo jiao yi liang chiiziiché ma?

MayIhave the hotelscardwith  J4ALh ik il FE [ A2 F

the address?

ging géi wo yi zhang jiudian de mingpian

Good to know

¢ Not every hotel in China may accept foreign guests: when you book,
check that the hotel takes foreign passports. You will need your passport
at check-in.

« Take the hotel's card (44 mingpian) with its address in Chinese: it is
the easiest way to get back by taxi.

e Most hotels will store your luggage for free after check-out:
“B] PAZFFITZENS? kéyi jictn xingli ma?”,

e Reception staff can call a taxi or order a ride for you:
“BEF R — RIS ? néng bang wd jido yi liang chiiziiché ma?”,



Health and emergencies

Phrases for the pharmacy, the doctor and the police, and the numbers to call.

Help! P !
jiluming!

Please help me TEIBE IR
ging bangbang wo

| don't feel well PAET IR

wo bu shifu

I need a doctor ﬁ%‘%%ﬁ @EE

wo xiiyao kan yisheng

Please call an ambulance iFJ nLI;JEkj:FIZE

gingjiao jithuché

Please call the police i%iﬂi%
ging baojing

Where is the nearest hospital? e Y = LR R ?

zuijin de yiyuan zai nali?
Where is the pharmacy? 2515 R ?
yaodian zai nali?

| have a headache ﬁy{g

wo téu téng



| have a stomach ache FeHt &

wo duzi téng

I have a fever ﬁﬁi}% T

wo fashao le

I'm allergic to penicillin T HFEHERZE

wo dui gingméisu guomin

I’'ve lost my passport &H@?FH@% T

wo de huizhao dia le

I’'ve lost my phone ﬁﬂ@?*}l% T

wo de shouji dit le

I need to contact my embassy &gﬂ%% j({ﬁ’fﬁ

wo yao lianxi dashiguan

Good to know

e Emergency numbers in China: 110 police, 120 ambulance, 119 fire.
Operators may not speak English; ask someone nearby to call for you:
“If T 15 3R qing bangbang wo”.

e Large hospitals in big cities have international departments
(EIF#ER gusjibi) with English-speaking doctors.

e Pharmacies (%E yaodian) are signed with a green cross. Show the
phrase or a photo of your medicine’s packaging.

¢ If you lose your passport, report it to the police first, then contact your
embassy or consulate: you need the police report for a new document.



