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Basic phrases

Greetings, thanks and the phrases that save a conversation when you don't
understand each other.

Hello PRG

ni hdo
Hello (polite) u’_{lig
nin hao
Thank you iﬁj iﬁj
xiéxie
You're welcome Z:g/_:i
bu keqi
Sorry Xil‘ Z:@
duibuqi
Excuse me Tﬁ%,u;m
bu haoyisi
Goodbye ﬁ IJ_IL
zaijian
Yes, right Xf]‘
dui
No, that’s not it Z:ZEI%

b1 shi



No, thank you

I don’'t speak Chinese

Do you speak English?

| don’t understand

Please say it again

Please write it down

Please speak into my phone

Just a moment

How much?

THT, B

bua yong le, xiéxie

BAZBAHL

wo ba hui shuoé Zhongwén

IR VLI TEIS?

ni hui shuo Yingyu ma?

P A

wo ting bu dong

TH

ging zai shuo yi bian

HE PR

ging xié xialai

X LB

ging duizhe shouji shuo

H—F

déng yixia

21

duoshao gian?



Good to know

o VRUF nihio is the everyday hello. With older people, officials and hotel
staff, #&4f nin hio is more polite.

o i xiexie goes a long way: people appreciate the effort even if the rest
of the conversation happens through a translator.

« If someone answers you in fast Chinese, ‘&5 Rk qing xié xialai”
(please write it down) or “Ig X & FHL qing duizhe shéuji shud” (please
speak into my phone) moves the conversation to a translator app.

e Numbers are often shown with one hand: six is the thumb and little
finger, seven is the fingertips pinched together, eight is the thumb and
index finger, nine is a hooked index finger, ten is crossed index fingers or
afist.



